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sults Deanna and Kenneth sirchman just fine.

The couple, wvid lans of fishing—or anv excuse

to be on the water, for that matter— would just
as suen ve in g griy fishing compound as a
‘uxurisis coastal retreat.

Whin rhey decided e buy such 2 weekend
Lame in the southeast Florida town of Stuart,

they knew that their search would be a swim

againat the popular tide of aew construction and
Mediterranean design. Yet on their side was
Leanna’s unwavering vision ol the o/d Florida
look that she wanted (o re-croae, a vision made
crvetal clear Dy fond moemorics of visits to her
Family's compound in Central Florida Wood
flonss, beumed ceilings, and burk rooms were
etched tirmly in her mind as she recalled her
grandparenis’ Cape Canaveral fishing camp,
where relatives came and went as frequencly
as Lthe galls “Ir was all jus: good, clean outdoon

<

FEET AND SANDY FLOORS RULE
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' “THEY WANTED A HOUSE THAT THEY G
B | NE A PLACE TOWALK N
| THEIR SHOES W '“—i— Nl HEY RE NOT FISHINGRE

HE WATER. DESIGNER J/V"‘ KYE LANRS,

Bullt-Ins framing a small dining araa In tha
living room hold ironstona, marcury glass,
barnacle-covered botties, and, on the top
shelf, 19th-century octagonal “sailor's
valentines” made of tiny seashells.




fun, and that's what Stuart is 10 us,”

s Rags iy Fayan R
o RSP T “",.yg.,_”;hh“_r_,.,,.na‘i‘ﬁ- Daannma save

2 Ultimately, she and Kenneth settled
s on & relatively new home located

on the 5t. Lucie River. Qutside, the
house was painted vellow and white,
“locking very Victorian.” she recalls,
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while the interior was contemporary
with vaulied ceilings. Neither style
would do,

“But I dida't care i T had to sit on

the house [or six years,” savs Deanna, i

a fifth-generation Floridian. T wanted

it to capture the feel T owas wllen” a

thaowback to sunpler lmes.

Arczed with photos of her family

compound, the Kirchans called on

architec: Rill itenfield and cesigner

Jackye  lartam, Hoth baged in il

Alanta, to take them home again. |

“Deanna was just a dream client,”
Lanham  says. “She has such a {
wonderful free spirit that makes
youl sense that you're going ta have

the rime of vour life when you're
around her, [ think thar wransiated
well in their home.”

The designer, & part-time Florida
beachcomber herself. inumediatelv |
understood Deanna’s vision and |
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set out to craft an open, breczy

environment thar recalls old Florida,
Lanham combined casual [urnish-

ings and coastal-flavered art and
essories with Frencl- und Spanish- !

ac

influgnced pieces [or o more refined,
collected lock.

“They wanted a house that they

could shure with evervone, a place o

walk i and kick off the'r shoes when |
they're not fishing o enjoying the

wiler " Lanham says, “l also wanred

|
1y make it feel as if it were something |
that they had always had.” ‘

First, though, she and Litchfield
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| had o deal with the Hones of the housc.
Kennetl's aiephow. builder Ronnic Kirchman | | e

of Kirchman Construction, altered much of

the interior structure. Some rooms, including
the kitchen, were moved or reconfigured
[ 7 Drywall was replzeed with horizoneal koards.
Ceilings, including the living room’s vaulted
ong, were lowered and beams added o ke
the house more inviting and cottagelike.
Lots of built in cabinetry and shelves hold
art, accessories, and memorabilia that create

layers of texture.
And beczuse most of the rooms extend 1o
the large back porch to capture the river

views and breezes, Lanha made sure that

T

the house mammtained an openness. Cur-
tains replace cumbersome doors helwoeen

some of the rooms, while shutiors separaie
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othors, Windows flocd the master bath with light, Fven somae of the showers are doorless

Ebonized wood floors wopped with practical rugs, such us sisuls, offer 2 dramatic contrast o white
walls, ceilings, and wim. “I wanted everything to feel really clean snd skipeovered, with fragments of
blne randomly placed all around,” Lanham says ‘The warer-inspired palette extends cutdoors to the
wide hack porch, where Blue-and-white fabrics give a fresh perspoctive to rattan furniture. Even
the ewing is suspended by rugged boat rope. "It was important that the porch become an extension of
the interior Lving spaces,” says the designer.

The end result s 4 mini-compeund that's chock full of the old Florida fluvor the Kirchmans
wanted. “Lecking back, we could have bought in Palm Beach or somewhere ¢lse, bul we wanted

10 be here because it feels se much like us,” Deanna savs. “There’s usually sand everywhere in the

house, and the dogs run in and oul, bhut the minute people come in, you hear this deep sigh.

st like getawavs used to be-—and thar gives me so much
+

They feel that it's lived in and Toved
joy and pleasure te be able 10 share’

For details, see Sourcebool, page 134,
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